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JESUS, THE LIGHT 

 Are you waiting for something that seems to be too long in coming?  
Maybe it’s a job promotion or a raise.  Maybe it’s just employment of any kind!  
Perhaps you’ve been praying for someone’s salvation, and you don’t see any 
sign of God’s working in that person.  It’s difficult to wait.  People in Jesus’ day 
were waiting for a Messiah.  It seemed to many that His coming was long 
overdue, but Paul writes in Galatians 4:4-5, “When the time had fully come, 
God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under 
law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”  Our waiting is over!  The 
Light has come into the world! 
 Simeon was one who knew that “the time had fully come,” and “moved 
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts” (Luke 2:27).  There he saw the 

Child Whose parents brought him there to fulfill what the Law required of them.  Simeon knew Jesus was the light.  
He proclaimed, “For my eyes have seen Your salvation . . . a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to Your 
people Israel” (Luke 2:30, 32). 
 Unfortunately, not all who were waiting for the Messiah recognized Him when He came.  In John 1:4-5 we 
read, “In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it.”  Still today the darkness misunderstands the Light.  Yet He continues to shine, and, as He shines, 
He dispels darkness. 
 And He calls upon us to shine also.  Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, described a lamp that is put on a 
stand so that it lights up the whole house.  Then He said, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
 The only way to dispel darkness is to fill it with light.    As Christians, it is our joyous task to be reflections of 
Christ’s light.  So, we are “prepared in season and out of season: [we] correct, rebuke and encourage – with great 
patience and careful instruction” (2 Timothy 4:2).  We are always prepared “to give an answer to everyone who ask 
[us] to give the reason for the hope that [we] have.  And we do so “with gentleness and respect keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against [our] good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 
slander” (1 Peter 3:15-15).  In this way we proclaim that the waiting is over!  Jesus, the Light, has come into the 
world! 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
Baptism: Alana Reitz         Wedding Terry and Gayleen Lovett 
Transfer out: Larry and “Tappy” Hultgren to Trinity Lutheran Church, Fountain Hills, AZ 
Funerals: Mary Mau, Dale Prosch, Dwayne Salmon, Steven Andresen 
 

Advent and Christmas Worship 2022 

Be Born in Us Today 

In this Advent Series we are reminded that Christ is born in us spiritually today and every day. He enters into us 
daily to strengthen and support us, save us and renew us. We are changed by his presence within us as we 
become more and more like him in the living of our lives. 

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM with hymn sing at 6:45PM 
November 30 - Be Born in Us Today Bringing Blessing (Genesis 12:2): God promises Abraham that an 

offspring from his line would bring blessing to all. When Jesus was born, that promise came true 
with an abundance. 

December 7 - Be Born in Us Today Bringing Renewal (Isaiah 40:31): The prophet Isaiah declared that a 
Holy One from God would be born into this world to bring renewal to all the faint and weary. 
Christ’s birth restores our strength that we might serve him. 
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December 14 - Be Born in Us Today Bringing Guidance (Psalm 31:3): The children of Israel wandered in the 
desert for 40 years, often doubting God’s plan for them. With the arrival of Jesus on the scene, 
we have a clear path to the promised land of heaven through him who is the Way. 

December 21 - Be Born in Us Today Bringing Power (Exodus 15:6): John the Baptist pointed to the power of 
God present in Jesus Christ. As we prepare for the birth of baby Jesus, we point others to the 
power at work in our lives through our Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

Christmas Eve - Saturday 2:00 and 6:00 PM 
December 24 - Be Born in Us Today Bringing Light Welcome the Lord with this worship service for Christmas 

Eve. Jesus is born for us all on this silent night in the little town of Bethlehem. His first cry 
announces to the world that the darkness of sin is done away with by the shining light of his 
amazing love. 

 

Christmas Day - Sunday 9:00 AM  with Holy Communion 
December 25 - Be Born in Us Today Brining Salvation  We celebrate with joy the birth of our Lord, born to 

save us from sin, death and the devil forever. We are reborn as his brothers and sisters this day 
and eagerly anticipate what our new life in him has in store for us. 

December 31 -    New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:00PM  with Holy Communion  
 
ADVENT SUPPERS, will be served from 5:15 – 6:30 PM, we encourage the Midweek kids especially to eat at 5:15 
before class. We will be serving on  Wednesdays, November 30 – December 21. 
November 30 served by Jr High youth and will be serving a Pasta Bar, garlic bread, salad & desserts 
December 7 served by Sr High youth and serving pulled pork and turkey sandwiches, beans, chips & bars 
December 14   watch for more details …. 
December 21  Trustees chicken noodle, vegetable & chili soups, sandwiches and dessert, this will be a fundraising 
for the heating and cooling unit 
 

FROM THE ELDERS Jeff Rasmussen, Jeff Gilbert, Brent Harm, Aaron Hoffman, Terry Lovett, Keith Krager 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Elders are here for you and interested in your input or concerns. 
Jeff Rasmussen  371-2600 jeffr@godbersen.com  Jeff Gilbert 371-2608  jeff.b.gilbert@hotmail.com         
Aaron Hoffman  364-5166   aaronjen@netllc.net  Brent Harm 712-210-4135  harm1477@gmail.com    
Terry Lovett  300-6062    tmlovett@frontiernet.net  Keith Krager  712-830-9008  keith.krager@gmail.com 
 

USHERS NEEDED for our worship services, there are various ways helping as an usher are needed but we would 

like to start passing the plate again during the worship service and for that especially we need 

ushers. If you are interested, please indicate on the friendship register pad where you sign in – 

which service Saturday or Sunday you would be willing to help with or you can sign up on the 

sign-up sheet in the Narthex. A brief training session will be offered after Sunday worship 

service on December 4th. 

 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF HUMAN CARE   David Petersen 

PARISH NURSE  Brighten the holidays by making your health and safety a priority. Take steps to keep you 
and your loved ones safe and healthy—and ready to enjoy the holidays. 

1. Wash hands often to help prevent the spread of germs. It’s flu season. Wash your 
hands with soap and clean running water for at least 20 seconds. 

2. Bundle up to stay dry and warm. Wear appropriate outdoor clothing: light, warm layers, 
gloves, hats, scarves, and waterproof boots. 

3. Manage stress. Give yourself a break if you feel stressed out, overwhelmed, and out of 
control. Some of the best ways to manage stress are to find support, connect socially, 

and get plenty of sleep. 
4. Don’t drink and drive or let others drink and drive. Whenever anyone drives drunk, they put everyone 

on the road in danger. Choose not to drink and drive and help others do the same. 
5. Be smoke-free. Avoid smoking and secondhand smoke. Smokers have greater health risks because of 

their tobacco use, but nonsmokers also are at risk when exposed to tobacco smoke. 
6. Fasten seat belts while driving or riding in a motor vehicle. Always buckle your children in the car using 

a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat belt according to their height, weight, and age. Buckle up every 
time, no matter how short the trip and encourage passengers to do the same. 

7. Get your vaccinations. Vaccinations help prevent diseases and save lives. Everyone 6 months and older 
should get a flu vaccine each year. 
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8. Monitor children. Keep potentially dangerous toys, food, drinks, household items, and other objects out of 
children’s reach. Protect them from drowning, burns, falls, and other potential accidents.\ 

9. Practice fire safety. Most residential fires occur during the winter months, so don’t leave fireplaces, space 
heaters, food cooking on stoves, or candles unattended. Have an emergency plan and practice it regularly. 

For more information you can visit the following website: https://www.cdc.gov/healthequity/features/holidayseason 
Suzanne Salcido RN, FCN 
 

LIFE QUOTE    “Christmas is also a time to contemplate the gift of mortal LIFE through the miracle of birth. 
Christmas is the gift of LOVE that moms and dads shower on their children by saying yes to 
life—sometimes under very difficult circumstances. Regardless of the challenges, God has a 
perfect plan for each life that He brings into the world, and His will for them is to out-sparkle and 
out-shine any ornament.” Bradley Mattes, president of Life Issues Institute – A Life Quote from 

Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

COMMUNITY BASKET Donations for December: Breakfast items: Baking/pancake mix, syrup, cereal, cereal 
bars, peanut butter, jelly, etc. Place your donation in the shopping cart in the Narthex.  All items are appreciated 
as well, as they can always use donations. The Community Basket is open on Thursdays (except 3rd Thursday), 
from 2:30-5:30PM. The mobile food pantry will be at Kiron – St. John’s Lutheran Church on December 15th, 
from 4:30-5:30PM. 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP & MISSIONS      Brad Zobel & Deb Clausen 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER  Many people don’t make weekly worship a priority.  Christmas and Easter are often the 

only times we see many of our friends and neighbors in church.  That situation presents 
a challenge to us, the redeemed of Christ, for we preach sermons every day with our 
words and our actions.  In fact, ours may be the only sermons many hear!  We have 
been called to “declare the praises of Him Who called [us] out of darkness into His 
wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).  Let us pray that we might embrace our calling and 
“preach sermons” that will help spread the Good News of salvation for all. 
 

WHAT GIFT DO YOU HOPE TO FIND UNDER THE TREE THIS CHRISTMAS? “Every good and perfect gift is 
from above . . . He chose to give us birth through the Word of Truth that we  might be a kind of firstfruits of all He 
created” (James 1:17, 18). 
 

MILITARY BIBLESTICK – VISION 2033 Every $25.00 gift provides a valuable service member or 
veteran with a Military BibleStick and more… Your generosity will also equip others — those living in 
the outermost areas of the world who have little or no access to Truth — with the vital weaponry of 
Audio Scriptures. This is Faith Comes By Hearing’s Vision 2033: To share God’s Word with the oral 
majority by the year 2033 whether that’s a service member, village, community, or persecuted church. 
And there’s more.  This year Faith Comes by Hearing has a partner that will match up to $500,000.00.  
53% of monies gathered will be specified for Military Bible Sticks.  Please give through our Church 

Office.  Make your check payable to St. Paul Lutheran Church and on the memo line write “BibleStick.” In past 
years we have averaged between $3000 -$6000.  Let’s see what we can do in 2022!  Deadline for donations is 
December 25th for matching funds. We will still accept after the 25th just will not be matching at that time. 
 

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS Mission Central – LCMS World Mission 
40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, Iowa 51034   PH: 712-882-1029 
Gary.Thies@lcms.org  Be sure to check the bulletin board in the hallway by upstairs Conference 
Room for information on Missionaries visiting Mission Central this month. 

 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES   Clint Wellendorf, John Brinkman, Dennis Clausen, 
Dale Edsen 

Project Updates:  Education building heating and air-conditioning repair and replacement is underway. 
 
SOUP AND SANDWICH FUND-RAISER SUPPER:  The trustees will be hosting a soup and sandwich supper prior 
to the Advent service on December 21st. They will be serving chicken/noodle, vegetable/beef and chili soups, along 
with grilled cheese sandwiches. A desert and drinks will also be served. All of the proceeds from the supper will be 
used towards the education building heating and cooling project. If you are writing a check (for tax purposes), 
indicate “Ed building project” on the “for” line. Serving from 5:15 to 6:45. 
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FROM THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM / ASSIMILATION    Kathy Edsen & Kristy Gilbert 
COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY MORNING Coffee & Fellowship on Sunday mornings at 10:15AM is in 
the Fellowship Hall. Come and join us!  If you would like to help or provide, please let us know, or there is a sign up 
sheet in the narthex. 
 

MAIN STREET LIVING IS A LUTHERAN TELEVISION PROGRAM that is endorsed by the Iowa West District of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The program receives no funding from the District, but is 
totally funded by viewers and congregations of the KCAU Viewing area.  The program is 
broadcast on KCAU, the ABC network affiliate in Sioux City on Sunday morning, starting at 
10:00 AM. The first 30 minutes are remastered episodes of the popular “This is the Life” series 
that was very popular in the 70’s and 80’s. The second half of the program is a modified Lutheran 
worship service that features a different Pastor each week, from the station’s broadcast area. 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION     Tracy Johnson & Robyn Devitt 

WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets at 7:00AM at Zimmy’s  
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets from 9:30-10:30AM on Wed mornings in the 
Conference Room in the lower level. We are studying Luther’s Small Catechism 
 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS join us in the lower-level Conference Room 10:30-
11:15AM. In December we will be studying Be Born in Us Today. In this Bible study for Advent participants 
celebrate the fact that Jesus is born not only in a manger, but within each one of us. Study and discussion 
questions, prayers and reflections help us to remember that Christ’s birth among us brings new life to us everyday. 
 

MIDWEEK (grades 3rd - 6th and 7TH & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION All grades will meet Fellowship Hall for a 
snack, announcements and a prayer from 5:30-5:45PM. Class will be from 5:45-6:45PM. There will be no class 
on December 28th  
 

SNACK DONATIONS there is a container in the narthex for you to donate prepackaged snacks, also string cheese. 
If you would like to sign up to provide homemade snacks for a certain Wednesday, see sign-up sheet. We also will 
accept monetary donations so we can do the shopping for you. We also have a sign up sheet if you would like 
to provide snacks for a particular Wednesday (packaged or homemade) or if you would like to provide 
Pizza for a certain Wednesday. Another option is providing hamburger for us to make something for a meal 
or monetary for us to purchase items to make a light supper or pizza. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: MORE THAN BREAD BIBLE STUDY AT SUBWAY (formerly Theology at 
Subway) with Pastor Neil on Thursdays at 6:00PM 
 

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM “Away in a Manger” will be performed on December 18 at 
10:15AM (during the normal Sunday School hour) All Sunday School and Midweek children grades PK – 5th 
are included in the program. Practice will take place during Sunday School & Midweek class time in the month of 
December  
There will be no Sunday School on Sunday, December 25 and Sunday, January 1st 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF YOUTH AND FAMILY LIFE     Jen Hoffman and Synda Jepsen 
SR HIGH YOUTH will be offering the make your own Holiday Porch Pot, sign up sheet in narthex, you can also 
contact Jen, Synda or let church office know. Bring your own pot with dirt or foam, we will provide the rest. Sunday, 

December 4 (2 sessions  1:00-2:30 and 2:30-4:00)  
 

SR HIGH YOUTH will be hosting the Advent supper on Wednesday, December 7th serving pulled pork, turkey 

sandwiches, chips, beans & bars. 
 

LWML LADIES BIBLE STUDY FOR DECEMBER  

RUTH (2) will meet on Dec. 1 meet at the church at 9:00AM to decorate for Christmas. Susan Miller will be 
BSL. We had 10 members present for our November meeting. We served Dwayne Salmon’s funeral.  
LOIS (3) will meet on Dec. 1 in the Conference Room at 1:30PM. Nancy will be BSL. We had 6 present for our 
November meeting 
EUNICE (10) will meet on Dec. 1 at the Bread Box in Battle Creek at 2:30PM. Shar will be hostess and Karen 
will be BSL.  We had 6 members at our November meeting. 
JOHANNA(12) will meet on Dec.     at 6:30PM, and Marge will be BSL leader.  
 

If you would like to get together for a Bible Study and none of these dates or times work for you but you would 
like some Bible Study material please contact  Shar, Nancy or the church office and we can help. The   LWML 
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Quarterlies are in the hallway and have 3 monthly Bible Studies in them or we have other options for you to 
pick from as well.   
Circle 8 is currently doing a Bible Study called Promised Rest by Michelle Diercks.  
There are options in our church Library as well or talk to the church office if you need assistance 
LWML LADIES HAVE BOXES OF CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE in the old Conference Room (across 
from the church office), prices are on the boxes. Watch for the ladies to have them available as well for 
display during Saturday evening worship and also on Sunday mornings during the Fellowship coffee 
time in the Fellowship Hall 
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If you can’t make it to either session –  

we can sell you the greens and you can  make yours at home  



When:  Sunday, December 4        (2 sessions: 1:00 to 2:30 and 2:30 to 4:00 PM) 

Where: The Depot at Moorehead Park 

  

What: Bring your own pot with dirt or foam.  Please keep your pot under 13” across to 

allow greens for everyone.  Greens, twigs, bows, and pinecones will be provided, but 

feel free to bring any of your own décor to fancy up your holiday pot.  

Cost is $25 and sign up is required. Please call Diane at the church office at 364-2918. 

Call or text Synda Jepsen 371-9087 or Jen Hoffman 364-5246 with questions. 

All proceeds will go towards the Sr HIgh LYF for future gatherings and activities

 


